THE MERICIAN STAR
Thursday, Febroary 24, 2005

RELIGION & EDUCATION

The Christmas my dad shipped out

Lance roodmar 45 0
sophemere aft West Lowderdale
High Schoal, He lives in
Collinseille with his parents,
Murphy and Befh, and foa
siblings, Lawren and Luke,

The family atternads First
Baptist Charch of Collinseille.

L. Col. Murpliy Goodman
fies KC-1.35°E for the 1860 Air
Refueling Wing, homebased ot
Loy Field in Meridian, His son
says, I think seme day L1 be
in five Notioral Guard
fighting for ereryone here ot
hame.”

What happens in Larce’s
stary &5 wod wucomman in
nmeititary femilies. Semetines,
vor st rave fo ignore the
calendar, and celebrate
holidays when everysne can be
fogether

By Lance Goodman
spaial to The Star

Lok wround yon, there are
vellow ribbons everywhere,
When [ ask someone what the
vellow ribkhons mean to them,
they all say @b means that
they're thinking about the sal-
diers oversews fghiing for their
rights and freedoms.

That made me think aboat
what the yvellow ribbons mean
fo me To me, i reminds me
of the Christmas my dad went
overseas with the Mississippi
Air Mational Guard,

[f was Dec. 113, ACHEE, H'_l,'
family and [ were eating lunch
fogether, My dad got this very
important call — it was the
Mational Guard, They told him
that he was going fo be
deploed to Turkey and he was
groange fo leawe on D, 208

We were all digappainted
that he was going (o be gone
for Christmas, and we knew i
woulin't be the same withon
him., We were also very sail
that he was going to be gone

SUBRITTED PHOTO

186TH AIR REFUELING WING
Lamce Goocdman, a sophomore at West Lauderdals High School, is shown at Key Fisld in
Maridian with his father, Lt Col. Murphy Goocdman of the Mississippi Air Mational Guard's 186th
Air Refualing Wing.

for awhile.

My parents told my brother,
sister and me that we were
going o have Christmas early.
It sounced great at Che time ..
bt then | thought abowt it and
remembercd  that my  dad
wasn't going o be here for the
reial Christmas. It made me
zpdl.

My parents stayed home (o
put oul all of ouwr Christmas
prescots, They placed them
under the tree while we went
Lo my granny s house,

While we were gt my
granny’'s house, we were all

cxcited to get back home to
=04 what we pol for Christmas.
The only thing we could do
while we were there was watch
1V, We were all sifting on the
couch watching the news
because it was 10 o'clock.

My mom called us and teld
us that they were ready for us
to come back home. We were
s excited, and my sister droye
us home. When we got there,
my parents had all of our pres-
cnis Laid out everyvwhere in the
living reom. 1t was a fun night,
and we had a gpood early
Chrisimas.

Well, my dad did have to
deploy on Dec. 24, We were
sad and he was oo, but he
called us every chance he had.
We madde it OHR with him gone,
but it was very ditferent. He
staved safe the whole time he
wits there, and cnly had to stay
for two moenths,

Mow when | see vellow rib-
bons everywhere, especialby at
Christmas, | think abowt my
dad being gone and all the fam-
ilies that have loved enes gone,

I hope they had a good
Christmas, and | hope next
Christmas will be happier.

I Miss

Matthew Demeese is 0 semior af Meridion High School, He enjoys
sporls, music and cooking aud wanls fo be a physical therapisd, In
Hhis shorl-bul-cwedd poem, Malthew gets right down lo cases

[ miss your ice cream,

[ miss your homemade cobbler,

But mastly, 1 miss ¥ou,

= Muitheet Demepse

SPEAK UP

Shamir Gordon, a sophomore at Southeast
Lauderdale High School, thought Guardsmen,
Reservists and active-guty military personnel
might take some comfort out of Lauderdale
County residents’ responses fo the question,
“What is your favarite Bible scripture
and what did you learn from it?"

“My [avorite Hible verse is Paalm 37:4: ‘Delight thyselfl in
the ways of the Lord, and he will grant the desires of thine
heart.” [ learned that if 1 follow the Lord, he will grant my
desires.”

Brivtany Lewis, sophomore

*My [avorite scripture is Remans 3221 “For all have
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” This verse
taught me that [ am not the enly sinner in the world, and that
everyone has sinned. There was only one perfect person and
that was Jesus.”

Callie Melson, 15

*My [avorite werse in the Bible is John 15:13: "There is no
greater love than this, that a man should lay down his life for
his friends.” [t has strong meaning.”

Katelyn Gibson, sophomore

“My favorite verse is Philippians 4:13: 'T can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.” By reading
this verse, | always know that [ can do anything with God
by oy aide.”

Erim Johnson, 16

“My favorite verse s Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not upon your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he
will direct they paths.” These verses have taught me to
have to trust in God in all 1 de, and look to him in all I do
a0 he can keep my paths right.”

Brittany Butler, 15

*My favorite verse in the Bible would have 1o be Galations
628, {which tells us) et us not get tired of doing what is
right, for after awhile we will reap o harvest of blessing if we
don't get discouraged and give up.”

Virginia Etheridge, teacher

*My [avorite Hible verse would have to be John 207 ‘For
Geod gent mat his son inte the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through himm might be saved.’ | learned
that we all get an equal chance to be saved.”

Rickkita Alford, 22

*My [avorite werse from the Bible is from the Ten
Commandments in Exodus 335 Thou shalt have no aother
gods before me.” This verae has taught me to put God first in
my life — becanse God gave his life for us so that we can
hawve eternal Life.”

Susie Hall, 76

Shawmir Gordon compiled thiz Speak Up guestion. She iz a
meewrbey of Good Hope CIWE Chawrcl in the Russell
somrrnnity. She enjoys falking on the phore, shopping and
spending time with Rer faniily Shawir wanis fo become a
pediatric wurse

Here iz how she axswered e oswn guestion: "My favorils
verse from the Bible is from the Lord's prayer in Matthew
612 And forgive us our debia, as we forgine our deltors.’
Thiz verse Iras faught we fvat I ahould confess all of wmy sins,
and fhat the Lord will forgive e, bt I nust alse forgive the
pecple whe sin ageinst me”

Lifting up
Jesus in a
strange land

Lhehorak fehnson'’s “Hrageing
Righis” sebaeission is abowd her
sor, Specialist Darivs Ewing of
itee Miszizsifpid Army Natiore!
Cenqrd's 1506h Combet Engineer
Iratialion, beadgwariered in
Meridian — e “Ihixiesappers”

“Char school, Poplar Springs
Lilemeontary, has adopded the
150wk wrid made Veforans Day
cords,” sive said, “Lharins visited
thee seleood or ene of kis fps home
b fhank the stwdents.”

Lhehorak wrate this story iy
Sawrary, a5 Darins wes af Camp
Shatby amaiting deplovenl fo
Irag

By Deborah Johnson
special o Tha Star

[ want to brag on Darius
because he is @ young man
'l'c']'_ll'l |[|_|Ij| I'::l'i'l'!ﬁ |h_|' Ll'll'll i||]l'|_
is a willing
servant,

[ring wis
activated  for
Irill'l HEY hl.' [Irl =
pared fa fnish
his genmior vear
of collegs a
Jacksen Sate
Iniversify.

He 15 a -
mighty ¥ oung Ewing
o ol God wha believies God his
if all i comirol, He is o voune man
af stromg Christian fath,

“It's goimge to ke all rght, for
the sme God here is in Kuwait
amd [rivg,” he sagel. “De pot my
hand in the winding chun, 1've
pat i hanel in God's hand, andl
i roang ta be all right.”

[rius is o member of Mounl
Olive Baptist Church and he
HEwer misses an oppor tunity o
share that faith. Each time he
rizturms hamie, he makes sure its
an Sunday so bie can warship the
Lord and share his muosical gilts

Wi lowee yan, Dirus! 1 am sare
T witll i samgeinngs = Sone” and
fifting up Jesus ina strange lnd.

HMWH;




